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obvious inclination to regard the extreme Left as something more
fundamentally dangerous to the Republic than the extreme Right
—a clear case of a wish being father to erroneous thought—and
the whole proceeding was of extremely dubious legality. But
it was effective and except for sporadic street outbreaks,
ill-conceived as usual and badly organized, in some of the
industrial areas—the Ruhr mercifully was under French
bayonets—there was no further trouble from that wing of the
extremists,
The other wing was a more delicate business. But the govern-
ment had one advantage 5 the peculiar brand of Bavarian par-
ticularism professed by the extremest leaders had ended by at
once irritating and alarming Prussian nationalism and Bavaria
was isolated. That Stresemann was prepared to deal faithfully with
the murder gangs who were openly threatening to send him to
join Erzberger and Rathenau need not be doubted, but it was
fortunate that faithful dealing was rendered unnecessary. Left to
its own devices the Bavarian reaction proceeded to make itself
immeasurably ridiculous. Only by steady concession at the risk
of direct intervention by the Allies had the central government
succeeded in keeping the illegal arming of Bavaria from wrecking
the Reich. Now that concession was at an end, the Bavarian
government, extremist and particularist, resolved on defiance.
Without formally seceding^ it announced that it could not accept
the government's emergency measures; it refused to admit Reich
interference but appointed a commissioner for itself, the mon-
archist leader Kahr, and made the Seventh Reichswehr division, the
Bavarian division, swear allegiance to the new regime. Its General,
Lossow3 who thus rendered himself liable to a court martial,
refused to take orders from his superiors in Berlin and all relations
with the Central government were broken off. Stresemann re-
sponded by moving troops to the Thuringian border; they never
needed to go any farther.
The particularism and monarchism of the Kahr-Lossow faction
which was believed to be acting with the full approval of the
ex Crown Prince Rupprecht, one of the very few of the ex-princes
who had retained a not undeserved popularity, was anything but

